Post Event Writeup: Red Lewis Car Show & Door County Drive
by Marcy Hotz

The bridge was out, so crossing the Fox River in Green Bay was a
challenge. The choice of the Hampton Inn was a masterstroke, however, despite
the obstacle of getting to it. Once arriving, we found a section of the parking lot
cordoned off for our Miata parking only! BMC participants in this gathering
arrived at different times, so dinner was found at a number of restaurants within
walking distance of the hotel. Jim and | found Hagemeister Park, a large 9,000
sq ft restaurant and sports bar on the river.

At 7:30 the next morning we met in a private party room set aside by the hotel
for us during our stay. Bill Bright and Mike Stratz led the drivers meeting before
we piled into our cars and lined up behind Bill on the back side of the hotel. It
was a beautiful, sunny day so most tops were down, although the air was a bit
cool. Off we headed toward Door County, 13 cars following behind Bill and
Jan. Mike and Sandy kept us together as Sweep.

Ouir first stop was at Egg Harbor Beach, located on the waters of Green Bay
(the bay, not the city). Following the shoreline, we trekked to the squiggly road at
the northern tip of the peninsula, then back to Sister Bay for lunch and
shopping. Somewhere in Door County, Tom & Mary Lynn C and Craig L joined
us.

On the Lake Michigan side of Door County is Bailey’s Harbor and the Cana
Lighthouse. If you have ever been there, you will know that you can’t really see
the lighthouse without walking across a rocky trail (if it's not flooded). This writer
never did see the lighthouse, but the waves splashing up on the shore was so
peaceful and relaxing that it really didn’t matter.

The roads and scenery were splendid. Of course, there was the usual banter
between passengers on their FM radios. Somewhere along the way we made
two U-turns, signifying that this was now an “Official Ride.” We headed to Cave
Point Park for our next pit stop. Cave Point offers a spectacular view of Lake
Michigan and the eastern shore of the Door Peninsula.

Dinner was at a lively restaurant called the Black Sheep Pub & Grill, and since
it was Friday in Wisconsin, you could see the ubiquitous fish fry on more than
one plate. Of course, there was a large variety of foods for those who chose
other options. From there we returned to the hotel and our private party room for
socializing. The quantity of munchies available was amazing — thanks to all who
contributed!

Some new members joined us for these days, and some barely used members
were in attendance as well. Of course, some of us old-timers just can’t stay
away from fun BMC events.

A subset of 8 cars met at 7:30 Saturday morning to get their cars into the Red
Lewis Car Show where the downtown streets were closed to traffic hundreds of
classic, custom, muscle, and modern vehicles were shown. |n addition, the



event provided live music, food, drinks, and a 50/50 raffle. The show is
sponsored by The Automobile Gallery, which presents more than 100 years of
automotive history and beauty ranging from an ultra-rare 113-year-old Cadillac
Model T Touring Car to the space-age 2020 Ford GT Supercar.

Placards identifying our cars as members of the Badgerland Miata Club
included the year of the car and name of the owner. This was a stroke of
advertising genius attributed to former VP-North Mike Jelen a few years back.
Following the show, all cars once again lined up behind the Hampton Inn parking
lot and behind Mike and Sandy to the Ludington Tugboat in Kewaunee. The
115-foot WWII sea-going tug, built in 1943, served in the D-Day invasion.

We followed the Lake Michigan shoreline through Manitowoc and Two Rivers
(locals call it “Trivers”) past the Point Beach Nuclear Plant, bordered by
neighboring farms and Lake Michigan on approximately 1,200 acres. We were
reminded that June is Dairy Month by the number of dairy farms and cows
grazing along the roads.

We found respite at Neshota Beach, the Best Pit Stop Ever, featuring flushies
(hooray!), a gorgeous view of the beach and Lake Michigan, and a refreshment
stand with the obligatory ICE CREAM novelties! Venturing on, we drove through
the interesting industrial town of Brillion, larger than you may think. It even had a
Kwik Trip, the sign of intelligent life and quality cuisine in Wisconsin!

Firelane 1 and Firelane 2 got us over the railroad tracks and to Waverly Beach
on the north end of Lake Winnebago. Waverly Beach, voted the Fox Valley’s
best restaurant, is about the largest restaurant in Wisconsin (at least that this
writer has been to). It boasts an 8,200 square foot Grand Ballroom, seating up to
500 guests! Its multiple dining rooms contain at least 3 bars plus patio

seating. Our 2 long tables were near the windows offering spectacular water
views. The wait staff was convivial and we had an exuberant, laughing-good
time. It was the perfect end to a wonderful event, one that we will be
remembering fondly through the years.

Great job, Mike and Sandy Stratz and Bill and Jan Bright. Let’s do it again!!!



